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' Muſt beg yourpardon that'T haveſo long tired your expeRa- 
tions, = which 1s worſe have altogether failed Handy omar 

| the few Scraps you find in this y will top the mouth of 
| your firſt Qzery; for as to the four laſt, 1 have neither Time 
nor Capacicy 40 ſend-you any thing that may claim the Title of a 
Reſales, 4. -\i- ya bor og ig: 
 Yetthat others more able-may contribute toryards an Anſwer to 
your {0 Seaſonable and Racionsl Demends,; and char you may not 
think I haveforgot them,. © ſhall: here inſere them in order as you 
Whether the great Canſe of bn riſhiny the Natiin;" Roine of 
Trade, and general conſunpron of Comfort, Settlement and Content, 


-bich bath brought the Land to 4 meer «Anatomy , © not cauſed by 
oe Pomp, Pride, Luxury, Exaition and Oppreſſions of the Prelares ? 


LEES Wt "Query. I1. 
' Whathir, Sinct all ther Reformed Churches in Europe, did #pox the 
fiſt Reformation and departure from Popery, caſt ont all Dioceſan Bi= 
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| o to this 
do the like ? 


= go aft Croke ; "why did I or. wor det ww yo oo ( 


Query I I I, | Ee. 
Whether the or, Reformied SC oneric yn the Sr ng 25 
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fo w_ perſons 4s had well deſerved of them, in the fauhbful ſervice of 
their Country ;* and if ſo, whether it hee not be of and 4 Con- 
cerntothis bay for the Lordſhi TO AALA k Baronies to ſo ma- 
4 _ eleſs ' tab ws rid wblick 
£2 eſpeci Ak crem I w; thoſe worthy 

Perfor and their Fe "- bave leſttheir Blood and Eſtates in the 
K ings ſervice, and atgreſemt lyeunder great diſcowragement r,and bleed- 
3ng wounds in their Temporals, for want of a Suitable Reeompence : : 
whileſt theſe, who put them altogether,. nay.” A, half the na & 2 
occaſion ſhould require, an, 4s one of theſe Heroick' Gent emen, | — 
Le as Bealefeaftichi any 2 HOWS with 2; 34555" WS + 
pounds per annum, 4,man ? - EE 


Query I'V. 


Whether in thoſe Kingdoms « and; States where Prelacy. "= ( 

and a Presbytery only retained, there be not as Godly, Able, Or E} 

Preachers, aud 4s conſtant Preaching a mw chu” Kingdom ;' and more 
eſpecially, whether their Subjetis are not as cordially Obedient, and as free * 
om any Rebellion, 4s in theſe places, where Biſhops art retained ? and 


| alſo, Whither the Councils are not more free from moleſtation their No. 


bility and Gentry free from Afront be Commonalty more free from 
Oppreſſion, where the. Prelares are diſabled from ſting in Council, froa 
Pearking above the Nobles, ard from unpaſing upon the C mmm? bs 


Query V. 


uheke the preſent State. of: Aﬀfaires in owr Nerghbour Natics, 
eſpecially of France, who bave, 4. Prodigiows Vidtoriows ag « Fer 
fill lying at Rochel, a ſp place from whence to invade 1; andibe She 
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ximouſly to oppoſe all {uvdſrons, Pu 
wpon ihe Body of the & 


. In Anſwer to "4 ny; ns induces 
clude in the Affirmative, That the 6 fe of Impor "Nation, 
Ruin of Trade, and general conf wang. Serelewent and 
+ Content, 1s cauſed by thi Pomp, Pride, Lnoegry, . Exattion and Oppreſ- 
fron of the Prelates., ” © ., 
It is a true Maxime of the Learned Vanlen, 'S, 
& number that ſpend more, and earn; leſs, do y 
& ſooner, than a greater number ag loi 
« So itis with an over-grovn Cleurgy, £ 4 
&« the Stock. 
That the Trading Stock 6f the Nation | de | 'Y 
latical Gul r Gat demonſtrate, by laying open to View the 
black ae nd fk tat at ei ha uſe. 
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"Frere are ewo 'Proviadal Archbiſhops, FR. and York; 
Officers for 


with their Princely Retinue ,, Domeſtick Chaplai 
Temporalties, their Spiritual GOlicers, Vicir-General Cunrtan, of 
the Spiritualties, Dean of the as with all their under Ole 


and Attendants, 


Secondly, His Oak: 
Court of Faculties. 
Court-of Audience, 
Prerogative Court. 
Delegates, 
There are four. and twenty Biſhops Dioceſan,with their Erazns, 
Domeflick Servants, Chaplains, Officers and Courts. +2 
© op 
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To theſe belong, 


. 26 Chancellours and their Attendants, 
24 Regiſte!s with their Clerks, | 
24 Gentlemen Apparators. 
x20 Inferiour Apparators, 

48 Proctors, 


There ate under theſe Biſhops, 


62 Arch-Deacons, and theſe have 6o Courts, to which belong 

Commiſſaries. : 

Officials. 

-Surrogates, 

60 Regiſters, 
| 120 Prodtors, | 
LO re LPS 200 Apparators, | 
© - So thit the Number belonging to Arch-Biſhops, Biſhops, Arch- 
Deacons, and their Trade, are judged to be no leſs than tex thow- 

d Perſons ; which will require for their Maintenance, Twob 

dred thouſand ponnds per annum, reckoning them at twenty pownds a 
man ; whereas ſome of them have one hundred pound, ſome two bux- 
dred poreuds, ſome four hundred pounds, ſqueezed out of the poor 
Peopfe * OY | 
: : As for their Randing Rents they are well known, 


* Their Lordly Palaces, - famptuous Houſes, Ecclefiafticel Digni-" 
ties, Baronies, &c. vij. 5, & mods, ſuch is their Income that 
it amounts at leaſt ro Foxr hundred and fifty thouſand pounds a year. 


They have many other wayes to enrich them- 
ſelves and impoveryſh the Nation, As 


| Firſt, | 
' By Ordaining Deacons and Miniftets four times a'year for Mo- 
ney, by which they put up yearly hundreds of Pounds, age 


S econdly, 
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"ſp Ioftituting and InduQting Parſons and Vicars to Benefices 
when they fall : For every 3 Inflitution and InduRion ra 


have Three pounds at leat. And in Exglerdthereare 9285 Peri 
fo that at the rate of one in a. Pariſh, it amounts to Twenty [eve 
theuſand e1 os hundred fifty five pou 

"wy 


By making Rural Deans yeully, and for the Oath taking, the 
pay Eight ſhillings and fix pence, 


F PA L 


By granting Licences to Beneficed Miniſters to Preach in their 
own Cures ; though they be Ordained before, and ftriftly cotn- 
manded to preach, yet they muſt not do it without a Licence, and 
this Licence. coſts. them Tex ſorlli ings, ſo that in ga3y: Pariſhes, 


this comes to Fowr thouſand fix bundred forty we pound. ton 
Fifthly, 


By grantivg; 7. Licences to Curats to Preach, 
.. 2, Licencesfor Schoolmatters to teach School, 
3- Licgncesfor Pariſh Clarks. 
4+ Licences to Phyfitians to praQtiſe Phyfick, 
5. Licences to Midwives to do their Office. 
oerrn cur Marry, which thing of it [elf ariſcth 
to 4 VU 
For Abſolving Excommunicated perſons. 
For putting men to clear themſelves by Qath, miihuheic 
Compurgators. 
For Commuration of Penance, for ſo the Rich come off 
with a round ſum of Money, but the poor doing their 
"Pen- 
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Penance inkind, n 
they have paid their Fees. 
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8 By Probats of Wills, and ofanting Lerters of Adminiſtration, 
which brings in conſtantly great Summe3 of Money, © © 
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Seventhly, 


By framing New Articles, and forcing Churchyardens to Pre- 


fentupon Oath, whereby niany Innocent petfons are broughrinto | 


their Courts, and ſqueezed both in' Conſcience and Purſe ahd fo 
is the Churchwarden alſo, if he do not take the Oath prepared for 


- him. 


- 


FO 


-i-- By cheir Vitcations'for Money, '* 

4 156 4 [+54 -» £9? F724 
Firft, Churchwardens of every Patiſh in 'Englazd and Chapyel 
are called; who receive a Book df Articles to Preſent by ; if any 
arc wintivg, they.are warned to appear at their Courts with Coſts; 
Theſe Churchwardens pay for their Book of Articles every year, 
(though the very ſame ) as alſo for wriciog theic Preſentments by 
a Clark (which they themſelves conld do, but are not permifred ) 
two yu ngs four pence ;- which in-p285 Parzſhes cameth to One thew- 
ſand fifty erght pawnds odd money, Fee * 6 . * 

Secondly, Miniſters that are Licenſed pay Oe filling eight pence, 
or thereabouts,for ſbewing their Licence to preach;to the Regiſter, 
at every-Biſhops Viſitation, though ſeen and allowed before ; af- 
ter that, For ſhillz»gs | for Procuxation. to the, Biſhop ;' and to 
the Gehttezman Apparatot egbr-pence, though molt pay twelve 
pence. | : "TOES OP 1! i 
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.- 4 ſhzj} omit the poor Curats Suit,and Service at this Court, only « 


ſet you know, That when any Arch-Buhop.comes newly to Terk , 
2/1 the Parſons and Vicars.in his Juriſdicion,though never ſo poor, 
and their charge never ſo great, give him a tenth of their Livings 
for a Benevolence, to helpthe poor Biſhop to ſettle himſelfin Five 


or fix 


| By Arch-Deacons Viiſiations. 


_- Theſe are twice a year. At Eaffer Viſitation the Miniſters pay 
their Paſcal Rents, or Synodals, which ſums are not alike to all ; 
ſome pay, 56 ſome leſs. | 224 

"Ar Michacdmas they pay Precwrations, ſome ſevis (billings, ſome 
ten ſhillkngs, ſome leſs, But iris judged that Cee pe reary 
at Viſitations Five thouſand pounds and upwards. 


. 


© By thevaſt Chagesin Collegiar Churches. | 


Thete are | wenty fix great Deans with their Attendants and Ser- 
544 Canons, Reſidents and Prebendaties, with 
numerous train of © | 
Vicars, 
Singin Mex and Bo Chorifiers 
en and Boyes, Choriliers, 


Vugets. | 
Now this Jovial Crew have belonging tothew, about Four ban. 
dred thenſavd prunds yearly, in Lands, Rents, Leaſes, and other Re- 
venues and Profits thereunto belonging. 
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A Catalogue may ſhottly be puEſented. toyou of the many Fami.- 

Jies already yndope-by:them'z. whepeia it will be made manifeft, 

That more Familics have been Ruined, m6re Pe#ſ6nt Inipfifonied, 

more Money Spent by the Cruelty of the Prelates procecdipgs, 

-thad by 4M. Law«Vites in all Conrts''of \Fadieatife, {+ yMents 

.qnd- Taxes whatſoever except upon the late Extriotditiary O&ca- 
: TS RAE ; . 4 CELIITES. ; 


fon, 


The vaſt ſums of Money thas, the Biſhops, 
Deans Jef. ors fre b ewes fs 
from the Subjects for Fines. 


—my 


2137 berg oboe lth 13561 03TT antaC 1:37 3:17:55) 515 0220 ; 
© You know that for Twenty Years ſometime by-paſt, theixRe= 
: Yenyes vere, alienated, and old LorzgreatAume of Money to the 
Natives of Engtand. Thoſe who bought:them had greatly improved 
them, who being ſome thouſands of Families, are undone by being 
turned out withcut any Confideration;' The Biſhops enter 
at a time, when, molt of the Old Leaxſepwere'expired, they proclaim 
their Markets, he that gives moſt, Efiend or/Foe, be (hall be taken 
Tenant ; they ſcrew up the valug:to'1rlieheight, and hereby they 
have drained out of the Peoples Purfesifuch Sums of Money, that -- 
amounts to ſo Monſtrous a Maſs, that ſcarce any Princes Treaſury 
in Europe is able to —_— it; in _—_—— Se Money that 
_befog6.ran gyrrantin Tredingns| Damatd'bp-iriacheit Coffersr | 
» ; Hleredy, ge Mongy thesfhowld:carry ay "8 Tngrofitditito 
he hands of a few Ruſty EecleſtaGicks; who neither ſerve Tur Lord, 
Jeſus Chiift, nor their Country, but their owa Bellies, and hoord 


*:1 uf 


che Gentleman; the Clotbiex bach good, Waall frata 
1 bis Money-5:t Me Merchant hath/goed Cloth: from 
r his Money ; and-tbus it goes round to every.ones 
benefir. . But pray, what haye we from the Bilneps fas our Mancy ? 
* The, \aſwes will exdily be be made the ma Jos part of the Land. 


' Wehave all oc Abley a Oubodox "Mipiiers: pom na 
ruined oy beggard, 4nd, po- manner of, Supply provided forahe 
maintenance of themand.t ic Families ;- and1n-theis-roomes, in 


many places, a company of Debauched "Uliterate,! upwrBicions, 
Profane Priets, which, SURRONCE: aſt AG lea them that 


Tolle 2p £0Dielhe » $1 t5 Iaioln s wed + 


Secondly, 

"We have. gortes. moſt gk CERES 
Swear £0 Preſent according to. their Viſitation Articles, and moſt 
of them undone that do-not Swear. ; although the impoſing of ſuch 
an Oath is a breach of the Fundamental Laws of the-Lan Thoſe 
Churchwardens that are not perjured, but purſue the Oath in per- 
ſecutinggheu Neighbours, are plupged.into fuch-hocrid guile; har 
without ſezzous Repentance, they muſt periſh eternally, - for they 
p2rſecute the Godly for godlineſs ke.chel Righteous for righreoul- | 
neſs, ſake, a8 will appear.in theſe fpllowing Indances: ©»: 

I. if a Miviker never (o.Gofly and Able, yea; though Ordains 
ed, Preach-wiihput 2 Licencefrom the Biſhop, the Churchwarden 
is bound to preſent him and bring.bim into trouble: if be Preactr in 
a Cloak, ;and-not in«a Garment ' Canonical; he is- bound todo the 

like. 29y (10647, 11 
£1; 16, any A 20 £0; ; hear .; Seraton From: bis 0rd Pacith 
Church. though rhexe be,ag Preachivg-Miniſier there, nog no Sers 
mn/at./all .;. apd though he -be bound by his.Vow in Bopcrſe: fd 
bear Sermons, this man is cobe nreſented, 
111. Ita poor man chat Mach nor Bread for his Family, bur what 
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his daily Labour, - | Hans a day, ap | 
Je | for Inſtitution, he is to be end: ron rg Ys 
I'V. If any perſon coming to Church to their ſervice, do not 
Stand Up at the Creed, do not Bow at the Name of Jeſus, do nor 
kee his Hat all the while, he muſt be Preſented. 
ow there are in all, Threeſcore and fourteen thouſand Churchwar.- 

dens and Sides-men in England every years and what a dreadful thing 
i$ it to have all thef: yearly, either, Pexjwred, Perſecutors or Perſe- 
cated. Thirdly, | 

We have gotten moſt of the Sober Trading part of the Nation 
Diſcouraged by Citations, Excommunications, Writs to take them 
Excommunicared, Impriſonments' upon Ecclefiaftical accounts , 
by this means, thouſands of Families are alteady ruined, and many 
hundreds are-ready to leave the Land, and remove into fome other 
Country, where they may have Liberty of Conſcience, and Free. 
dom from theſe devouring Harpies. | 
| Fourthly, A 

We have got in ſtead of the Goſpel in the Power and Purity of 
1t, a Service colle&ed out of the Rowiſb Books,the Maſs ey 
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&c. which Service of 6nrs, King Fawes called an;l ſung Maſs. 

We have got Surplices, Copes, Tippets, Chringings, &c. out of 

the Rowiſh Ritnalls, infomuch that the Papiſts themſelves call it 

An Apiſh imitation of the Maſs. . | ; 
Fifthly, 

We have gotten a ſwarm þ EcclefaRtical Officers, which the 
Scriptures never kneiv, nor —_ Churches ever owned, 

Sirxthly, 

We have got @ ſort of proud Prelates, of mean Extract, not of 
the highett raovk for Godline(s, Learning and Labour in the Word, . 
nor the greateſt Champions for the Proteſtant Religion ; witneſs 
their Silence at ſuch a time when Popery hath'ſo travelled co bring 
forth ; ſo many Popifh Books Printed and Publiſhed in England, 
in affront and contempt of the Reformed Religion, yet nor one | 
of our Biſhops hath/Rood up in oppoſition to their defign, nor Print- 
ed any Caution againſt Popery,or Anſwer to the Popiſh pernitious 
Pampblets. However very elate they are,affrontiug our Nobility, 
trampling upon our Gentry,grinding to pouder all that put not in- - 
to their Mouthes, or offer not at their Shrine ; ——— _ 2 

entle- 


PM nes FINE j 


eſpe ; the Prelare in x fume, » What, Sir, 40 you tn: 
that it us fit for rap) Jack Gemleman to ſpeak, 'bus to « Biſhop ;; « 

; ding the Gentry of our Land, a8 nor Worthy. to ſpeak co a peeviſh 
Prelate. Surely a Gentleman of 500 /. per annum would bavefallen 
under cenſure fot prefuming to ſpeak to his Poſliliav. . . ..__, 
-*-We' bave gotren all manner of miſery ro Soul and Body, Plague, 
Fire, Syord, Univerſal Begeary, and without ſeaſonable Meicy, 
the total Ruine of the whote Kingdom. 


But t know you will queſtion, whether our Miſeries do ariſe from the 
' Canſe Aſſigned 7. 1c 


' To this I anſwer,” The manifold provoking fins of the Land, as 
Adultery, Blaſphemy, Swearing, Idolatry, Perjury, and contempt 
of God and Godlineſs, do pull hard with Heaven ro bring down 
deſolating Judgments. But that the neareſt cauſe of our impover- 
iſhments ariſecb'from the pardenhag forggao ionee, will appeary 
if you weigh tte Premiſes before inſerred, and give them leave 16 
ſpeak their own concluſion : if Perjury cauſeth a Land to mourn, 
it Oppreſhon and ridgid Perſecution upon rhe Trading part of 4 
Land begets Diſcontent and deſerting of Trade; if ngorous ex- 
ating, and ſordid hoording up the Money that ſhould run chreans 
in Trade, and that by ſuch who contribure nothing to the Public 
Weal, be the bane of Traffick, and the famiſhment of the poor 
Handicrafts-man, then we may lay alt our Calamities at the Bi- 
ſhops doors. 

I ſhall call in ſome credible Witneſſes, Divines and Martyrs to 
confirm this Truth, and ſo leave it With you. | 
Biſhop Jewel on Hay. 1. records out of Fohannes Parifienſiic, 
and others, © That when Conſtantine the great advanced Biſhops, 
© and endowed the Church with Lands and Temporal Poſſeſſions, 
* chere was a voice of Angels heard in the Air, ſaying, Hodie vene- 
"_ _— un Ecclefrems, This day Poyſon is poured into 'the 
-< Church, | 


Bernard writes, *© Since -Prelates increafed in Worldly pomp, 
* chufing the firſt places in the Church, they have been the chiefeſt 
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© ul in awr Pls | > 6G md; 
| Lord Cobham, Ae faith ull Iarrys 'N nie ALA £*No 
© pround have ye in all the DD Loxdly-40 take ic.upon yon, © 
© hut in Anas apd Caraphme,, te 10. Judgment upon. Ghrift 
: Me one Apoſes. of them ep ne You. fe 5 $6 judge. Quit $ 
© Me r$ as ye do. 

Mr rd \6; Godly Ind leatned, Marry r,w; ueth, .*: Wato the 
© Realm where Prelates are'of the Council | as profitable are the 
© Prelacy to the Realm with their,Counſel,as Wolves.to the Sheep, 
© ox Foxes to the Geeſe; for there is no nfilchiefpr dulorger,yherber 
<itbe in the Temporal Regiment or Spiritual, whereof they are ' 

* not the chief cauſes, and cycnihe.v y.FquniainandiSpring'} ſo 
© that it is impoſſible to preach againſt any miſchief, excepr thou 
© begin at therh ; or to ſet up any Reformation inthe Worjd,) ex» | 
F cept they are, fr refapy 2 ; + ef AIR 25, pdurat 48; Phat doh; 


< and therefor pert ad s. args: a the: Preachets 
je the World, ginces 10+ 


3 > thereof ; th fr OM u 

*War; they get jnto the onſciences of Kings, and perſivade 
© thera what they. liſt, Lenfele can any King have reſt forthem/; 
: hey pretend they are for God andthe Church, burtheir ſecrerin- 

FA is tq bring all under their. power; and when they anceguitie 

137 {highs then axe they Tyrants,aboye all Tyrants.-1 - + 
(it if Mr John Frizh, that worthy Martyr, in his AgGverit to 3h 
ie Aoor's Preface. Unce Soluefer received ſuch Poſleflions hath 
F © the Canker ſo crept into the Church, that it hath almoR lefene+> 
1} © ver a ſound Member'z then. inflead of Gods Word they preached 
I < their own Commandments, and made: Laws, to ihave atlundec 
© them ; and even-8 in the rooms of Moſes, Aaren, Joſhua; \Calcb, 
© and other (ch Faithfull Leaders, came Herod, Annas, Caiaphas, 

© Pilate, and Judas, which put Chriſt to death: So now inttead of 
c Chi;ſt, Peter, Paul, James, Johs,, and. the faithiall Followers cf 
< Thrift, we have Popes, AIP, Axch«bitbops, and-ptoud Pre- 
lates, with thzir ProRtors and malictions Miniſters of theis {174- 

Cher the Devil, whoſe end ſhall be zccardimg to-their works. 
Dt Barnes in bis Supplication to Henry the eighth, © Nowdo is 
* {0 
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5 okith, cha forrketh agiinibis Frekire 
'® ing, he is either a 
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Traytor to your Grace, or 
« Enemy or Sciſmatick agiinſt holy Chutch ; as .though the Pre- 
« lates were Kings or Gods:: and if atfy map out of, Gods Law, and 
© right conſcience ſpeak againſt their dangnable Tyranny, little 
« will they Rick 'to make himan Heretick z and if that will not 
© help to colour and maintain their opprefſion, then add they Trea- 
© ſon, Sedirion, Rebellion, and-contempr of your Grace, though he 
© he never ſo true a Subje&, | | 5d : 
"1 fhall conclude with a Paſſage of learned Mr Tindalin his 
© Obebrdience to a Chriſtian Magiſtrate, p. 114, 128, 146. 
e As thou canſt heal no Diſeaſe except-thou bzgin at the Root, 
© even ſo. canſt thou preach againſt no miſchief. except thou bevin 
© at the Biſhops; whether Judas was a Prielt or no, I care not, but 
© of this I am ſure, That he now is not only Prieſt, but alſo a Bi- 
hop, Cardinal, and Pope. Biſh each not, or that 
preach ought ſave Gods Word, are none. of Chiiſts, nox of his 
© anointingahug Servants of the Healy je Mipek/they Wares 
£ Gods Law : Biſhops they are chat can only mini the Tem F p 
© ral Svord,; their Office, the preaching of Gods Ward, laid aſide ; 
© which they will neither do themſelves, nor ſuffer any man elſc to 
* do, but lay with'the Temporal Sword (whit they have gotten 
out of the hands of all Princes) them that would * The prcach- 
© ing of Gods Word is hatefull to them 3 Why ? For it is impoſſi- 
ble to preach Chriſt except thou preach againſt Antichriſt ; that 
©is to (ay, them who with their falſe DoErine, and violence of 
*Sivord, enforce to quench the True Doatine of Chriſt, Our Pre- 
© lates ought to be our Servants, as the Apoſtles were, to teach us 
Chrifts DoMrine, and not Lords over us, to oppreſs us with 
© their own Doctrines and Inventions, 
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